
WebWeb--Based Pesticide Labels Based Pesticide Labels 
for Product Stewardshipfor Product Stewardship

Jim GrayJim Gray
North Dakota Dept of AgricultureNorth Dakota Dept of Agriculture

TPSA MeetingTPSA Meeting
February, 2008February, 2008



AgendaAgenda

Defining Defining ““ee--labelinglabeling””

Background and history of the issuesBackground and history of the issues

Use of webUse of web--based labeling for pesticide based labeling for pesticide 
stewardshipstewardship

Some questions & issuesSome questions & issues



EE--Labels: Two Overlying IssuesLabels: Two Overlying Issues

Use of electronic labeling as part of the Use of electronic labeling as part of the 
pesticide registration processpesticide registration process
–– Mostly process issues, not regulatory issuesMostly process issues, not regulatory issues

Distribution of electronic labeling to Distribution of electronic labeling to 
pesticide users & dealerspesticide users & dealers
–– Includes regulatory issuesIncludes regulatory issues
–– Commonly called Commonly called ““webweb--basedbased”” labelinglabeling



The EThe E--Label Distribution ModelLabel Distribution Model

Base container with Base container with ““essentialessential”” label label 
componentscomponents
URL directing users to site for URL directing users to site for 
downloading the rest of the labelingdownloading the rest of the labeling
–– Most likely the use directionsMost likely the use directions
Appropriate reference language on base Appropriate reference language on base 
container to make econtainer to make e--label enforceablelabel enforceable



Background & HistoryBackground & History

EE--labeling has been discussed and labeling has been discussed and 
addressed  by states, EPA, industry, and addressed  by states, EPA, industry, and 
othersothers

SFIREG POM ESFIREG POM E--Label Task Force Label Task Force 
recommended that EPA and SFIREG recommended that EPA and SFIREG 
continue exploring possibilities for continue exploring possibilities for 
downloading electronic labelsdownloading electronic labels



This IsnThis Isn’’t Uncharted Territoryt Uncharted Territory……

Electronic versions of labeling are readily Electronic versions of labeling are readily 
available on the internetavailable on the internet
Electronic versions of supplemental Electronic versions of supplemental 
labeling are widely distributed to dealers labeling are widely distributed to dealers 
and usersand users
Model of base container label and URL Model of base container label and URL 
reference language will be utilized for reference language will be utilized for 
ESPP BulletinsESPP Bulletins



How Can WebHow Can Web--Based Labeling Based Labeling 
Improve StewardshipImprove Stewardship

First we need to admit that we have a First we need to admit that we have a 
problemproblem……....



The Cold, Hard TruthThe Cold, Hard Truth

In general, pesticide labels areIn general, pesticide labels are……..
•• LongLong
•• Difficult to read & understandDifficult to read & understand
•• Difficult to find directions for specific Difficult to find directions for specific 

use sites or cropsuse sites or crops
•• Expensive & difficult to modifyExpensive & difficult to modify
•• A single type of media to communicate A single type of media to communicate 

to usersto users



Why WebWhy Web--Based Labels?Based Labels?

Instantaneous release of label and label Instantaneous release of label and label 
revisionsrevisions
–– Eliminates multiple label versions in Eliminates multiple label versions in 

marketplacemarketplace
–– Economic savings for registrantsEconomic savings for registrants
Improved user friendlinessImproved user friendliness
Increased label complianceIncreased label compliance
Increased enforceability & compliance Increased enforceability & compliance 
verificationverification



Imagine the PossibilitiesImagine the Possibilities……

Rate calculatorsRate calculators
Search & sort functionalitySearch & sort functionality
Use of video, photos, and other mediaUse of video, photos, and other media
Links to relevant sites & resourcesLinks to relevant sites & resources
–– ESPP homepage, PPE suppliersESPP homepage, PPE suppliers
Immediate availability of other documentsImmediate availability of other documents
–– MSDSsMSDSs, draft Fumigation Management Plans, draft Fumigation Management Plans
Q & A sectionsQ & A sections



Imagine the PossibilitiesImagine the Possibilities……

Technical bulletins and siteTechnical bulletins and site--specific specific 
recommendations for timing, tank mixes, recommendations for timing, tank mixes, 
etcetc
Access to stateAccess to state--specific Section 18 specific Section 18 
exemption use directions and Section exemption use directions and Section 
24(c) supplemental labeling24(c) supplemental labeling
Information on container recycling & Information on container recycling & 
disposaldisposal
Information on state clean sweep Information on state clean sweep 
programsprograms



Imagine the PossibilitiesImagine the Possibilities……

Information pesticide driftInformation pesticide drift
–– Nozzle selection, sprayer setupNozzle selection, sprayer setup

Sprayer calibrationSprayer calibration

Resistance managementResistance management



WebWeb--Based Pesticide Information Based Pesticide Information 
is not Uncharted Territory Eitheris not Uncharted Territory Either……





















Distribution of WebDistribution of Web--Based Based 
Labeling: Issues & QuestionsLabeling: Issues & Questions

What information will be available at the What information will be available at the 
URL referenced on the container label?URL referenced on the container label?

–– Just a digitized copy of the labeling?Just a digitized copy of the labeling?
–– Other enhancements like video, rate Other enhancements like video, rate 

calculators, etc?calculators, etc?
–– Links to other sites?Links to other sites?



Distribution of WebDistribution of Web--Based Based 
Labeling: Issues & QuestionsLabeling: Issues & Questions

Where will the eWhere will the e--labels be posted?labels be posted?

EPA homepage?EPA homepage?
Registrant homepage?Registrant homepage?
Independent third party?Independent third party?
A mixed modelA mixed model……. URL to EPA. URL to EPA’’s page for s page for 
the label & registrantthe label & registrant’’s page for other infos page for other info



Distribution of WebDistribution of Web--Based Based 
Labeling: Issues & QuestionsLabeling: Issues & Questions

Will webWill web--based labeling be an option for based labeling be an option for 
all pesticides, or just a suball pesticides, or just a sub--set?set?

What do we do about users who are not What do we do about users who are not 
comfortable with technology or that doncomfortable with technology or that don’’t t 
have internet access? have internet access? 



Distribution of WebDistribution of Web--Based Based 
Labeling: Issues & QuestionsLabeling: Issues & Questions

Will webWill web--based labeling need to have an based labeling need to have an 
expiration date?expiration date?

Will webWill web--based labeling necessitate the based labeling necessitate the 
development of unique identifiers for development of unique identifiers for 
labeling? labeling? 



Distribution of EDistribution of E--Labeling: Labeling: 
Issues for ConsiderationIssues for Consideration

If EPA hosts the webIf EPA hosts the web--based labeling based labeling 
website, will the Agency manage webwebsite, will the Agency manage web--
based labeling for supplemental distributor based labeling for supplemental distributor 
and/or Section 25(b) pesticides? and/or Section 25(b) pesticides? 



Distribution of EDistribution of E--Labeling: Labeling: 
Issues for ConsiderationIssues for Consideration

Is downloading or emailing eIs downloading or emailing e--labeling labeling 
considered pesticide production?considered pesticide production?

Would we need to make any changes to Would we need to make any changes to 
federal regulations or statutes to make the federal regulations or statutes to make the 
distribution of webdistribution of web--based labeling legal?based labeling legal?



Distribution of EDistribution of E--Labeling: Labeling: 
Issues for ConsiderationIssues for Consideration

What are the obligations of registrants in a What are the obligations of registrants in a 
webweb--based label world?based label world?

What are the obligations of retailers in a What are the obligations of retailers in a 
webweb--based label world?based label world?

How will webHow will web--based labeling be regulated?based labeling be regulated?



Distribution of EDistribution of E--Labeling: Labeling: 
Issues for ConsiderationIssues for Consideration

Will webWill web--based labeling affect label based labeling affect label 
enforceability? enforceability? 

Will webWill web--based labeling affect label based labeling affect label 
compliance? compliance? 

Will any states need to change their state Will any states need to change their state 
pesticide laws and/or rules to allow for the pesticide laws and/or rules to allow for the 
distribution webdistribution web--based pesticide labeling? based pesticide labeling? 



EE--Label Benefits Deserve Some Label Benefits Deserve Some 
Serious ConsiderationSerious Consideration

Timely access to the most current labelTimely access to the most current label
More userMore user--friendly labelingfriendly labeling
Better communication on how to legally & Better communication on how to legally & 
safely use the productsafely use the product
–– INCREASED COMPLIANCEINCREASED COMPLIANCE
Better tracking of who is reading & Better tracking of who is reading & 
accessing labelingaccessing labeling


